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Government: The group of people who control and make decisions for a country/state.
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Democracy: Democracy is a form of government in which power is vested in the people,
either directly or through elected representatives.
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Polis: It was the Greek city-state that was central to Greek life.
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Monarchy: A country that is ruled by a king of a queen.
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Oligarchy: Government by the few, in which a small group exercises control.
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Aristocracy: A few privileged people rule the country.
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Tyranny: Rulers who seized power by force and not subject to the law.
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Athens: Greek civilization started around 2000 BC. It was the birthplace of democracy.
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Sparta: It was a military state and it had the oligarchy government.
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Hellenistic Era: The period of history that followed the conquests of Alexander the Great.
The society of four kingdoms, new cities arose and flourished.
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Philosophy: An organized system of thought.
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Republic: A form of government in which citizens have the right to elect representatives.
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Rome: A significant classical civilization which began to rise as Greece fell.
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Patricians: Great landowners.
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Plebeians: Craftspeople, merchants and small farmers.
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The Roman Senate: The most powerful governing body in Rome.
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Twelve Tables: Rome's first code of laws, adopted in 450 B.C.E.
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Christianity: A new religion based on the teachings of Jesus that began a century after his
death.
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The Roman Catholic Church: The church that was developed by early Christians.
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Absolute Monarchy: A government based on Absolutism (The acceptance of or belief in
absolute principles in political, philosophical, ethical, or theological matters). A government
in which the monarch (King or Queen) has absolute power among his or her people. He or
she has unrestricted political power.
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Feudalism: A social and economic system. It was a hierarchical system based on land
ownership and the relationships of mutual obligations between different social classes.
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The Magna Carta: A written document that outlined the existing feudal system. It
established the idea that even the king was subject to the law and should not have
unlimited power.

ARE: BMRAFHRREZWHE . CHALTEERZEELR, FRFALRRT .
Parliament: Representative body of people/Legislature to check the powers of the king.
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Renaissance (Re-birth): A period of significant cultural, intellectual, and artistic change
that spanned roughly from the 14th to the 17th century.
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Protestant Reformation: A religious renaissance. New religions appear-.
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Spice routes (Maritime Silk Roads): Help trade between Europe and Asia and grow wealth.
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Divine Right of Kings: Absolute monarchs claim their authority to rule came from God.
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Social class: Society in most parts of the world was organized by social class in 1750.
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Elite: Royalty, nobility, and religious leaders. Represented 3%-5% in the social classes.
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Serfdom: A form of feudal labor where individuals, known as serfs or peasants, were
bound to work on a lord's land in exchange for protection and the right to live on the land.
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Enlightenment (1600-1700s): A period of significant intellectual and cultural change,
characterized by a shift towards rationality, scientific inquiry, and individual rights.
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The Glorious Revolution (1688-1689): A period that overthrew the monarchy and
introduced the principle that the king must rule by law.
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The American Revolution (1775-1783): A period in which the role of the government of the
republic and the rights of citizens were clarified.
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The French Revolution (1789-late 1790s): A period in which the principles of liberty and
equality for all were advocated.
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Tudor Dynasty (1485-1603): Seeks Parliament’s support.
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Stuart Dynasty (1603-1714): Believed in the Divine Rights of Kings.
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Puritans: Protestant reformers who sought to "purify".the church from what they
perceived as remaining Roman Catholic influences.
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Civil War: A conflict or war that occurs within a single country.
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Cavaliers and Royalists: King supporters.
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Roundheads: Parliament supporters.
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English Bill of Rights: A constitutional document passed by the English Parliament that has
played an important role in establishing and maintaining individual liberties and the
supremacy of Parliament.
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The Toleration Act: An act aimed to promote religious tolerance and provide limited
freedom of worship for Protestant dissenters in England.
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French & Indian War (1754-1763): A war shaping colonial boundaries and laying the
groundwork for future geopolitical developments. AKA Seven Years' War.
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The Stamp Act (1765-1766): An act that imposed a tax on printed matter in the American
colonies to recoup costs from the Seven Years' War (French & Indian War).
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The Declaratory Act: An act giving Parliament the right to tax and make decisions for the
colonies “in all cases”.
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The Boston Massacre: British troops killed five colonists, further deteriorating relations
between the colonies and the British military.
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The Tea Act: An act that made English tea cheaper than all other teas.
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The Boston Tea Party: A group of American colonists disguised as Native Americans
boarded a British East India Company ship and dumped their tea cargo in Boston Harbor.
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The Coercive Acts (renamed the Intolerable Acts by the colonists): A series of punitive
measures taken by Britain for acts of defiance by the colonists. The acts violated several
traditional English rights.
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The First Continental Congress: The first meeting of the colonists meeting in Philadelphia
with representatives from thirteen different colonies.
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Common Sense: A political pamphlet written by Thomas Paine in 1776.
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The Second Continental Congress: The Second meeting of the colonists held by
representatives of the thirteen colonies. Colonists began to organize the Continental
Army, commanded by George Washington.
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Loyalists: Colonists who wanted to remain loyal English citizens.
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Patriots: Colonists wanted independence from Britain.
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The Declaration of Independence: A historical document declaring the thirteen American
colonies' independence from British rule. A government existed only because of popular
sovereignty, the right to govern through the consent of the people. If a government fails
to uphold liberty, it could justifiably be overthrown by the people.
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The Treaty of Paris (signed in 1783): The agreement that officially ended the American
Revolutionary War and recognized the independence of the United States of America
from Great Britain.
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The Constitution: The supreme law of the United States of America.
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U.S. Bill of Rights: The first ten amendments to the United States Constitution.
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Popular Sovereignty: The legitimacy and authority of the government come from the
consent and will of the people.

ARER: RIFMEEEMRRX ARG EERER



Federalism: The central and local governments have their own power and independent dual
governance system.
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Separation of Power: Central government is divided by three branches: Executive,
Legislative, and Judicial.
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Checks and Balances: Each branch of government exercises some control over the other to
prevent any one branch from becoming too powerful or abusing its power.
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Limited Government: A system in which the powers and authority of a government are
limited by law, constitution, or other means.
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